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Dancing
ound a few
home truths

A book on the Ballets Russes has some
faux pas, MICHELLE POTTER writes

L first glance The Boilets
Riteses iy Alictralio ool
Beymd is a beautihal book
croiss fim papes is amsermbled
o wealth of visunl moterink; plusio
graphs, carioons, designs, paintings
by, programs and advertsemenis
They are remnrkable imoges oo give
immehate insight ne the anrackion
that the Hallets Russes companies
hod for Ausiralians and New Zea-
landers  when those companies
tmuired in the southemn hemisplene
between |936 anad 15940

In addition, the publishers luase
buili ‘on the guolity of those re-
sourres anc fave crested o book thai
is beaustiful tu ook a1 and a pleasuse
Ly haralel

The book 15 a mojor outcome of 5
withstantial grant from the Austrakism
Reseanch Councdil 1o imvestigate the
impact of the Eallets Russes ioors on
the development of the s i
Avstralia. The pooject was joindy
undertaken. over four years by the
Ulndversity ol Adelaide, the Assiralinn
Ballet nnad the Nofional Libory of
Aviatralin.

Fourieen  differons  authors kave
written 17 essoys mnd an beerodoe
tior. The mclmsion of two essava by
non-Acvistralian authors B oursous.
Both awhasrs, [ynn Gomfola  and
Stephonie lordan, are distinguished
acholars and their essays are o
stamding in the guality of the
research that informs them. Garafola
writes ahomt the choreographer
Leonkde Massime, amad lordon aboui
her specific arem of espertise, the
work of Iger Simvinskoy. Thelr esays
are itematianal in soope,

The imeclusiion, howeser, smacks of
culinrsl cringe. There are very fiew
opporumniiies for Aostrulinn scholars
working in the Aeld o be published
in thivir v coumiry. Why deny them
an oppomundty in fvoar of thme
B everseas? Similory, two mrthoms

bave more than one essy.  Noo
pecessary I my opinkeo. At this
puint | should declare my connec-
tiomm.  Although | hkave hasd oo
immbrement with the projeo sinoe
e -200G, | was pant ol the eam that
poi topether ihe proposal for fond-
my. 5o it is disappoimting tos hove o
booak of uneven stanmsiands of schadlas-

shipe

The hest amicles are by authors
whi have undednken meticulous
rescarch coupled with o Emowledge
mmd  polmuswiedpment of  existing

terarure, ond whnss writing is incis-
e mnd analytical rather than
descriptive. The Australiom Aesench
Conncils emphasis on eweellence in
researnch surely demands such an
ngrproach.

Anwng the better essayn, T poartice-
larty ndmired those by Helen Ennds,
Anddresy Monizma and Michael Chri-
stvforidis. Ennis ook ol sorme of the

Anstralinns whe photograpdsed  the

Hallets Russes companies amd sets
dmnae phoiography in Austaba with-
in the oontext of techoological,
acdvertising, art hivoro! and other
sicinl developooemnts

Momtnna exomines the develop-
menit and inffuence of e exhibitions
of arm for tsestre and ballet  thas
probiferated during the visits by the

HRalleis  Russes companies.  Chri-
sinforidis takes ihe balles B Amor
Brijo, perormed in Austmlia o

L'Arniir Sovoier, ms-a starting poing
for an exnmination of the ncidence
Im Ausiralia of Spanish lamenco
donce. Al have something to say-thai
e bevond already well-known 1s-
suaes,

There s a stong emphoasis
throughout the book on ousic and
the vimiml arts, Mmic in particular
hns been womewhm negleosd in
Hallets Rimses scholnmhip in this
couniry until mew, so the emphasis is
expecially weloome. However, the

Hulirts Husses componies  were
essemdindly about dance, dancers and
choreographers. Withouw the donce
there would not hove been the
outiets, whirh proved w be so
mBuential. for the ancilary ans.
Unformunately, in my opinim  the
damve component of the book s the
wenkest

Da we really needd another descrp
tive survey of thoase dancers who
stayed in Australin and went on o
form  compomies here when,  for
example, there is no serinos nvestd
gation of the mobe of Colone] de Basi,
the impresaris behind the bouring
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ﬂ iy
companies? A recent publication has
described de Hasil as somesne who
engaged in “armogant” ond *perfidi-
mm” hehmvionr mmd who was “not
trustworihy ™

lwmader if there is evidence of this
kinad o behnwiowr in the Ausiralian
canmeni?

There are also a mamber ol irritan-
ing edilodal Inconsistencies and er-
o Why in one panticualar essay are
some litles of donce works writien in
French ond mansined into Englivh in
hrackets while others are not? The
chorengrapher Hex Boid afso appanrs
as Rex Beed om one accasion and the

CLASSIC:
Serge Lifar
and Tatana
Riabauchirs-
ka pictmred
for Le
Muarioge
Aurore
mu'ur!'s
pidinigh
1340

it

nime of that remarkable frst artistic
direcior of the Natjonal Theatre
Ballet in spell foyee Groham rather
tham lovee Groermes

It nll grees b moke the book 5 lewser
publication than it omild or shookd
bave been.

BMore significantdy, the publication
hses not inchade a biblicgraphy. This
is a sevious omission

While this 5 a book that many will
w10 have on their bookshelf, i Is
not ol thot it might have been
B The Rallets Reivees dn Asictradio aed
Beyrunsd. Bdliged ey Marck Carroll MWn
kefield Press. 358 ppe RELP $700



