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KRISTIAN FREDRIKSON

DESIGNER

... the first in-depth account of the work of one of our most
acclaimed designers and one of the few books to look at the
collaborative role that design has had in the performing
arts in Australia and New Zealand.

— Graeme Murphy, AO

This book examines the life and career of acclaimed designer,
Kristian Fredrikson (1940-2005), who worked across genres of
theatre, dance, opera, film and television.

His collaborations with leading choreographers and directors
saw scenes of unleashed imagination, breathtaking beauty and
impeccable craftsmanship, pulsing with human emotion.

Born in Wellington, New Zealand, Fredrikson began his
design career working with a small, amateur operetta
company in Wellington. He then went on to establish a
major, five decade-long career in Australia, returning to New
Zealand on occasions to design for opera and ballet.

During the 1970s Fredrikson worked extensively with Melbourne
Theatre Company where he met the then-emerging Australian
choreographer Graeme Murphy. This was to be a turning point
in his life and in 1979 he made his first work for Murphy’s Sydney
Dance Company, a mysterious and exotic Shéhérazade. Those
years were also when he began an association with the Australian
Opera, which included a production of Lucrezia Borgia in which
Dame Joan Sutherland sang the lead. The 1970s were also the
years when he began a long association with the Australian
Ballet, which lasted until the year of his death.

In the 1980s, Fredrikson was persuaded to return to New
Zealand to design works for Royal New Zealand Ballet.

Swan Lake was the ballet he admired above all and the book
examines two New Zealand productions, two Australian ones,
and one (his final work) in Houston, Texas. ‘I was willing to
die for my art, Fredrikson said. And he did, with the Houston
Swan Lake still in preparation.

Fredrikson was the recipient of many prestigious design awards
over the course of his career. They include Erik Design, Penguin,
AFI, Green Room, and Helpmann Awards. In addition he
received an Australian Dance Award for Services to Dance.
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The author

Michelle Potter is a writer, curator and historian with a doctorate
in art history and dance history from the Australian National
University. Michelle was inaugural Curator of Dance at the
National library of Australia, 2002 — 2006, and Curator, Jerome
Robbins Dance Division, New York Public Library for the
Performing Arts at Lincoln Center, New York City, 2006 — 2008.

Michelle is the recipient of an International Dance Day Award
(1996), two Australian Cultural Studies Awards (1998 & 2000),
and two Australian Dance Awards (2001 & 2003). She also
received a 2012 Scholars and Artists in Residence Fellowship
at the National Film and Sound Archive to investigate the film
and television commissions of Kristian Fredriksen.
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One of the most sought-afier gifs
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