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Today inHistory
1314 - King Haakon V of Norwaymoves the
capital from Bergen to Oslo.
1535 - Pope Paul III excommunicates
English King Henry VIII from the church. He
drew up a papal bull of excommunication,
1841 - The Sophia Pate is wrecked on
a sandbar at the entrance to Kaipara
Harbour; 21 lives are lost.
1888 - Jack the Ripper's first victim,
prostitute Mary Ann Nichols, is found
murdered in London.
1894 - New Zealand introduces compulsory
arbitration for disputes between employers
and unions.

1895 - German Count Ferdinand von
Zeppelin patents his navigable balloon.
1897 - Thomas Edison receives a patent for
his movie camera, the Kinetograph.
1907 - Russia and the United Kingdom sign
the Anglo-Russian Convention, by which
the UK recognises Russian pre-eminence
in northern Persia, while Russia recognises
British pre-eminence in southeastern Persia
and Afghanistan. Both powers pledge not
to interfere in Tibet.
1935 - In an attempt to stay out of the
growing tensions concerning Germany and
Japan, the United States passes the first of
its Neutrality Acts.

1939 - Nazi leader Adolf Hitler signs an
order to attack Poland.
1962 - Trinidad and Tobago becomes
independent.
1968 - West Indian Garfield Sobers
becomes the first cricketer to score six
sixes off one over in first-class cricket, in
Swansea, Wales.
1974 - NZ primeminister Norman Kirk dies
suddenly, aged 51.
1996 - SaddamHussein's troops seized Irbil
after the KurdishMasoud Barzani appealed
for help to defeat his Kurdish rival PUK.
1997 - Diana, Princess of Wales, is killed in
a car crash in Paris, aged 36. Her boyfriend,

Dodi Fayed, and the car's driver, Henri Paul,
also die.
2005 - Nearly 1000 people drown or
are crushed to death in Baghdadwhen
rumours of a suicide bomber spread panic
among Shi'ite pilgrims.
2006 - Police in Norway recover the
EdvardMunchmasterpieces The Scream
andMadonna, two years after masked
gunmen grabbed the paintings in front of
stunned visitors at an Oslomuseum.
2013 - Indian teenager is the first to be
sentenced - to three years in a reform
home - after the gang-rape andmurder of a
woman on a NewDelhi bus.

2016 - Brazil's President Dilma Rousseff is
impeached and removed from office.

Birthdays
Caligula (Gaius Caesar), emperor of Rome
(12-41 AD); Maria Montessori, Italian doctor/
educator (1870-1952); Roderick Carr, NZ
RAF commander, (1891-1971); VanMorrison,
Northern Irish singer-songwriter (1945-
); Richard Gere, US actor (1949-); Grant
Batty, All Black (1951-); Marcia Clark, US
prosecutor (1953-); Serge Blanco, French
rugby player (1958-); Kieran Crowley, All
Black (1961-); Willie Watson, NZ cricketer
(1965-); Queen Rania of Jordan (1970-).

B
allet dancer, Rowena Jackson
Chatfield, has died aged 98, on the
Gold Coast near Brisbane where she
and her husband, Philip Chatfield,

also a celebrated dancer, lived close to
family in recent decades. (Philip died there,
also in his 90s, in 2021.)
Rowena was our first andmost

celebrated dancer abroad who, together
with fellow countrymen Alexander Grant
and Bryan Ashbridge, put NewZealand
firmly on the map of world ballet.
An oral history of Rowena Jackson

recorded byHugo Manson in 2001 opens
with the question: “What did you have for
breakfast, Rowena?” This is Hugo’s stock-
in-trade way to test the microphone, adjust
volume settings, and put the interviewee at
ease before embarking on a life profile with
date and place of birth, and so on.
Rowena tells Hugo what she’s eaten for

breakfast and then in easy conversation
continues to explain at some length the
health benefits of different food groups
and which combinations give optimal
nutritional value. This is more than a mic
test, as it gives the listener instant insight
into the cheerful personality of a logical
and clear-thinking woman with disciplined
life habits, ever ready to help others aiming
for their best in any endeavour.
The youngest of five children and the

only girl, Rowena was born in Invercargill
in 1926. That was the year Anna Pavlova
brought her company to NewZealand.
There was plenty of “fancy dancing”
around, but only a minimal awareness here
of ballet. Many thousands saw Pavlova
perform and never forgot it, opening a
pathway to visiting companies in following
decades.
A doctor recommended the young

Rowena be sent to dance classes to help
with breathing as she had a tendency
towards bronchitis. The familymoved
to Dunedin (her father was a morse code
operator with Post & Telegraph). Rowena
attended classes with Rosetta Powell, who
had danced in Pavlova’s company, and
Stan Lawson, a tap dancer, singer and
comedian,member of the entertainment
division of the NewZealand Army.
Rowena’s talent for acrobatics and her

determination to do her best, coupled
with hermother Lily’s insistence that she
practice dancing for an hour each day after
school, soon saw the child on the road to
success. Two visiting companies, Covent
Garden Russian Ballet and the Ballet Russe
de Monte Carlo, were sources of inspiration
– with Anton Dolin and Irina Baronova
particularly impressed by her talent.
In 1939 a benefit concert in Dunedin

raised funds for Rowena’s further training
and the familymoved to Auckland. Rowena
was academically bright, but she left
school, Epsom Girls’ Grammar, aged 14 and
went briefly to Australia for coaching from
Russian-trained dancers there.
Upon return she was awarded a

scholarship by the Royal Academy of
Dancing, but with the war years looming
was unable to take up the offer. For four
years, from age 15 to 19, she worked as
a colourist in a photographic studio in

Auckland and did no dancing whatsoever.
It is tribute to her extraordinary

determination that by 1946 she was
on her way to England to dance. The
following year she and Bryan Ashbridge,
were joint winners of gold medals in the
Adeline Genée awards in London, the New
Zealanders out-dancing entrants from
everywhere.
Those years of studywere trying (“with

neither encouragement nor criticism”), but
she made it into the Sadler’s Wells (later
Royal Ballet) company. Her prodigious
technique was attracting attention and she
became renowned for her ability in many
kinds of pirouettes (turning) that put her
in a class of her own and into the Guinness
Book of Records, with 121 consecutive
turns. Most dancers are pleased to achieve
32, but here was the unstoppable girl from
Invercargill turning with no hint of straying
from the spot. “I guess my bodywas the
right proportion to give me good balance,”
she modestly remarked.
The company toured extensively in

post-war Europe – Germany, Scandinavia,
Italy, but it was the devastation inWarsaw
that moved Rowenamost deeply. “The
audiences didn’t clap. Many Polish people
were starving. they begged us for food from
our lunch boxes.”
Back in England Rowena confided to the

Company director, Ninette de Valois, that
she really felt drawn to do something more
useful and wondered if she should give
up ballet and train as a nurse, to do some
good in the world. De Valois managed to
persuade her that dancing a performance
of calibre was a real way to do good and so
she stayed.
Cyril Beaumont, leading English dance

critic, gave encouraging counsel to Rowena,
on the balance between technical abilities
and the interpretation of roles, for which
she was grateful.
In a tour to USA in 1947, to cement

friendship after the war effort, dancers
were dressed in designer clothes financed
by the British Travel Board. Theywould
change on the plane so as to arrive as
walking advertisements for the British
textile and design industry.
Margot Fonteyn danced a legendary

Aurora in The Sleeping Beauty, and Rowena
danced Bluebird. It is said the curtain
calls in NewYork lasted almost as long as
the ballet. (Rowena’s family report that
Bluebird remained her favourite role of the
many she was acclaimed for).
There were challenges in the five-

month tour, many one-night stays, (Equity
became involved to protect dancers’ rights),
sometimes the stage was oiled meaning
disaster for dancers, the temperature in
Canada was a bone-chilling 20 below,
so a carnation she was given was frozen.
She did however find the light air of
mountainous Denvermeant she could spin
even faster than usual.
In 1954 Rowena, with Ashbridge, were

guest dancers in the Auckland Arts Festival,
and their excerpts from Swan Lake had
designs by Colin McCahon. A further tour
in 1957 had NewZealanders thrilled at the
chance to see her dance, but the tour was
cut short due to Rowena’s appendicitis
requiring surgery.
Back in England, Rowena was praised for

her performances ofGiselle, Swan Lake, and
The Sleeping Beauty. In 1958 she married

Philip Chatfield, fellow dancer, and they
both toured with the full company of Royal
Ballet to Australia and NewZealand in
1958/59.
Soon thereafter the Chatfields retired

from performing and settled to family
life in Auckland. Frank Poore of the Light
Opera Club staged Pink Champagne, after
Die Fledermaus, in His Majesty’s Theatre
and Rowena’s famous pirouettes filled the
theatre and rescued the company from
near insolvency.
Poul Gnatt of NewZealand Ballet and

Russell Kerr of Auckland Ballet Theatre
were planning a United Ballet season in
1959/60. They persuaded the Chatfields
to perform (Rowena was newly pregnant,
but managed to keep that quiet). Her
commitment to helping those who would
dance was never in question, and that
season was a triumph.
With son Paul and daughter Rosetta

they had a happy family life, resourcefully
running a coffee lounge, a hair salon
and picture-framing business, as well as
coaching and teaching. In 1973, Philip was
appointed Director of the National School
of Ballet in Wellington, with Rowena as
associate tutor. Among those they coached
were Martin James, Sherilyn Kennedy and
Kerry-Anne Gilberd, all of whomwent on
to significant careers in ballet.
In 1975 Philip was appointed artistic

director of NewZealand Ballet and Rowena
took over as director of the school. Once
again the company, near insolvency, was
brought back into the black, with pedigree
productions and full houses.
His own choreographies included The

Kiss, The Last Reunion, andHe Tohu Aroha,
based onMāori dance imagery, to a score
by Christopher Norton.
After their three-year term, the family

moved back to Auckland where they
continued teaching. In 1976 a documentary
of Rowena was made and in 1985 Bob
Parker hosted her in a This Is Your Life
programme. (These and other films are
available for viewing at Nga Taonga Film
Archive in Wellington).
In 1983 RNZB director HarryHaythorne

involved the Chatfields in the company's
30th anniversary gala which included The
Kiss and The Last Reunion.
In 1993 Rowena and Philip moved to be

near family on the Gold Coast, where their
teaching and coaching continued at the
Randsley School of Dance.
In preparing the book, Royal New

Zealand Ballet at Sixty, in 2012-2013, Anne
Rowse and I were pleased to be again
in touch with Rowena and Philip. They
had detailed recall of everything that
had ever happened in their careers here.
Maree White, dancer with RNZB recalls:
“What impressed me was how effortlessly
generous theywere with their knowledge
and spirit. They inspired me both in and
out of the dance world.’
Rowena was a NewZealander, who by

her dancing and teaching, had surely done
good in the world.

– by Jennifer Shennan
Sources: Hugo Manson oral history in
Alexander Turnbull Library, Anne Rowse,
Mary-Jane O'Reilly, BronwynWilliams
of RAD, Susannah Lees-Jeffries of RNZB,
Garry Trinder of NZSD, staff at Nga Taonga
Film & Sound Archive

Ballet dancer was one of our greatest exports

Rowena Jackson as Odette, 1950s, date unknown. ROYAL NEW ZEALAND BALLET

RowenaJackson

b March 24, 1926
d August 15, 2024

P
eter Lundgren, who has died aged
59 from complications of diabetes,
was one of the golden generation of
Swedish tennis stars that included

Mats Wilander, Stefan Edberg and Anders
Järryd; he achieved his greatest success,
however, as a popular and straight-talking
coach who guided Roger Federer to his
first Wimbledon singles crown in 2003.
He influenced the careers of numerous

other top players, including Federer’s
fellow-Swiss StanWawrinka, Marat Safin
and Grigor Dimitrov and worked with
the British Davis Cup team for two years
from 2006.
Hans Peter Lundgren was born on

January 29, 1965, into a close-knit family
near Kramfors in northern Sweden. A
bright, outdoorsy child, he excelled at
ice hockey and football and although he
only took up tennis aged 10, fired by the
example of Swedish icon Björn Borg, he
was immediately hooked.
Growing up in the small city of

Sundsvall, he trained at the local sports
centre and, thanks to a dedicated local
coach, developed a big serve and fine
groundstrokes that remained little
changed for the rest of his career. He
rose quickly through the ranks and, at
17, determined to become a professional
player, he moved south to Stockholm
to play on the national squad. To his

delight, the recently retired Borg began
training regularlywith him.
“Being around Björn was so good for

me,” Lundgren recalled. “I could see how
professional he was with his preparation.
When it was time to warm up, we had

only four balls and Björn would never
miss once. Then we just played sets. He
onlywanted to play sets, no drills, no
talking, only play.”
Lundgren’s flowing blond locks,

double-handed backhand and dynamic

style of play earned him the nickname
“the newBorg”, although he lacked his
mentor’s steely focus and implacable will
to win. On his day, he could beat anyone,
and he inflicted sensational defeats on
numerous big-name players, including
Ivan Lendl, Pete Sampras, Mats Wilander
and Jim Courier, but he acknowledged
that his temperament at times held him
back.
“I was a little up and down,” he later

admitted. “Sometimes I could lose
motivation and then suddenly get
thrashed against lower ranked players.”
In 1985, he enjoyed a stellar run of

form, winning the first of his three
ATP tour titles, the Cologne Open, as
a qualifier, beating Ramesh Krishnan
in the final. In the space of a year, he
rocketed up the world rankings from 265
to 31, soon afterwards reaching a career
high of 25.
But it was testament to the strength of

his compatriots that he was still ranked
only 7 in Sweden, which at the time,
despite its tiny population, boasted
14 men in the world’s top 100. In 1988
Lundgren and his friend, the former
British Number 1 JeremyBates, reached
the final of the Australian Open doubles,
losing to the favourites Rick Leach and
Jim Pugh.
Always happiest on fast, hard courts

and grass, Lundgren enjoyed his best
Grand Slam run the following year,
when he reached the fourth round at
Wimbledon before losing to Lendl.
“He really lit up the courts when

he was playing his brand of high-

risk, no-holds-barred tennis,” Bates
remembered. “He was so exciting
to watch, very aggressive and when
everything clicked, he could be almost
unplayable. He was also an amazing
man, humble andmodest but great
company too. Everyone listened to what
he had to say.”
Lundgren retired from the Tour at

the age of 30, but quickly found fame
as a coach, taking the eccentric Chilean
Marcelo Rios into the top 10, although
their partnership ended soon after the
Swede remarked that Rios “needed a
psychologist more than a coach”.
Lundgren went on to work with

the Swiss junior squad, and for three
years from November 2000, travelled
full-time with Roger Federer, then a

gifted but temperamental youngster
prone to racquet-throwing and angry
outbursts. Lundgren introduced a more
measured approach, guiding his charge
to 10 ATP titles and his first Grand Slam
championship, defeating the Australian
Mark Philippoussis in the 2003
Wimbledon final. Eighteen months later,
Lundgren was in Safin’s corner as he
clinched the 2005 Australian Open.
Widely respected for his thoughtful,

humane approach, he was keenly aware
of the toxic effects on young players of
pushy parents desperate for success at all
costs and however lucrative the contract,
he would walk away if a parent tried to
dictate his coaching methods.
After stepping back from tennis in

2007 to help care for his ailing father, he
went on to coach Marcus Baghdatis and
the fluent Grigor Dimitrov, spending a
decade in the US before moving back to
Sundsvall. Here he loved photographing
the spectacular lakes andmountains
of his homeland, producing haunting
images of the Northern Lights.
A convivial personality, Lundgren

coped bravelywith the onset of Type 2
diabetes. He even posted upbeat videos
of his rehab programme following the
amputation of his lower left leg last year,
after circulation problems prevented a
broken ankle from healing.
Lundgren was unmarried and is

survived by his two children, Lukas and
Julia. He has been widelymourned by
legions of his pupils and tennis friends
around the world.
– Telegraph Group

Swedish tennis pro coached Federer to Wimbledon crown

Coach Peter Lundgrenwith a young Roger Federer atWimbledon. GETTY IMAGES

PeterLundgren

b January 29, 1965
d August 22, 2024

For three years from
November 2000, he
travelled full-time with
Roger Federer, then a
gifted but temperamental
youngster prone to
racquet-throwing and
angry outbursts.


